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What are the factors that influence soil erosion (both positive and negative) around you? Identify some of these soil erosion factors and describe whether they increase or decrease erosion.
Soil erosion is influenced by both natural and human factors. The natural ones include the rain and rainwater runoff, slope or relief of the land, lack of vegetation and wind. Rain and rainwater runoff lead to soil erosion by breaking down the soil and dispersing the materials that it is made of. It also carries the soil from one area to another. Slope accelerates the rate of erosion, that is, the steeper the slope, the higher the soil erosion. Rain is also a positive factor that decreases soil erosion, in that after the rain the vegetation grows thus protecting the soil from other agents of soil erosion.  Soil erosion is higher in the bare land than in places with vegetation. Wind is also an agent of soil erosion which breaks down the soil, carries the light particles and deposits them, (Turner et al, 2018). 
The human factors include the farming method, deforestation, grazing capacity among others. The farming method can either be positive or negative. Appropriate methods control soil erosion. Deforestation is a negative factor which accelerates soil erosion after the land is left barely. Afforestation controls soil erosion. Grazing capacity can either be positive or negative depending on a number of animals grazed in an area of land. 
Do you live in an area with abundant natural soils or in a city or town with little-exposed soil?
I live in an area with abundant natural soil that really needs to be conserved. I really got inspired by the video on the culture of soil conservation. The video main theme is based on calling up everyone to have an active role in the protection of soil and preservation of the natural soil that we have. The video also provides ideas on how everyone can advance soil quality as well as keep it where it belongs. 
 How will the quality of the soils in your area affect agricultural productivity, water quality and runoff, and the long-term sustainability of your region? 
If the soil in my area is not conserved, then within the period of twenty years to come it will not be able to support any type of agriculture. the inorganic fertilizers that are being used have a great negative impact on the soil in long run, thus they are lowering soil quality. The same fertilizers are being washed by the water to the nearby rivers which are making the water quality to deteriorate since such fertilizers are made up of harmful chemicals. At least I can say that the soil quality in my area is free from water runoff. several conservation measures such as the use of organic fertilizers, agroforestry and conservation tillage, cover crops and crop rotation need to be put in place for long-term sustainability of the soil in my region, (Turner et al, 2018). 
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